Brucellosis in Venezuela.
Brucellosis is a public health problem in Venezuela and affects large numbers of animals. The most important biovar in the country is Brucella abortus. In cattle and buffalo it causes high rates of abortions in females and infertility in males; it is transmissible to occupationally exposed humans. In 1968, an official program was set up for the control and eradication of the disease and it is still in place. Amongst the control provisions, this program provides for the vaccination of female calves with strain 19 and the slaughtering of positive reactors following the official diagnosis (rapid agglutination in plate test). According to the official reports, the positive reactors ranged from 0.8 to 1.2% in the past few years. These values do not corroborate reports showing an average positive rate of 10.5% and even higher values in some areas of the country. The government is working to approve a new resolution that will replace the rapid agglutination in plate test with the Card Test, the use of 2-Mercaptoetanol, fixation of complement and competitive ELISA as confirmatory tests. In addition, there will be an obligatory vaccination with B. abortus strain 19 or B. abortus RB51 of all female calves between 3- and 8-month-old and a recommended revaccination at 10-15-month-old and adult cows in high prevalence areas. These measures should allow help to reduce the prevalence of the disease in cattle herds and thus minimize the risk for human populations.